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Voter Mood:
USA vs. Idaho
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2008 USA Exit Polls and Moore Information, Inc.



Idaho Voter Mood:  
Historic Trends
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October Unemployment Rates:
USA vs. Idaho

44

3.9%

4.6%

5.7%
5.5% 5.5%

4.4% 4.4%

3.0%

6.5%

5.3%

0.0%

4.0%

8.0%

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008

USA
Idaho



Most Important Issue:
2008 USA and Idaho Exit Polls
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How Worried About 
Economic Conditions? 2008 USA 

and Idaho Exit Polls
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Obama’s Top Priority
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“Which of the following should be Barack Obama’s top priority as President?”

USA Today/Gallup, Nov. 7-9, 2008



Obama and the Economy
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“How much do you think Obama will be able to improve the economy?”
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ABC News Poll, November 23, 2008



How Can Obama Improve
the Economy?
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Passing new, stricter regulations on financial
institutions

Helping homeowners in danger of losing their
homes

Passing a tax cut for the middle class

Passing an additional economic stimulus plan

Providing loans and other help to large financial
institutions

Providing loans and other help to automobile
companies

% Critical/very important - USA

“In terms of improving the economy, please say whether each of the following is critical for Barack 
Obama to do as president, very important but not critical, important or not that important?”

USA Today/Gallup, Nov. 7-9, 2008



Bailouts?
Automakers vs. Wall Street
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“The big three automakers in the U.S. 
have asked for a $25 billion loan from 

the government.”

“The government has proposed using up 
to $700 billion to shore up failing 

financial institutions on Wall Street.”

ABC News Poll, November 23, 2008 ABC News Poll, September 29, 2008



How Much Government 
Regulation of Business?
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“In general, do you think there is too much, too little, or about the right amount of government 
regulation of business?”
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L.A. Times/Bloomberg Poll, October 14, 2008



Regulation and the 
Financial and Housing Crises
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“Some people are saying that lack of regulation is partly responsible for the current financial and 
housing crisis.  Do you agree or disagree with that?”

73%

8%

19%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Agree Don't know Disagree

USA

L.A. Times/Bloomberg Poll, October 14, 2008



Protecting Jobs vs. 
Protecting the Environment
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“Are you more concerned about protecting the environment or protecting jobs?”
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Economic Concerns
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“For each issue, tell me whether it is a very serious problem, serious problem, not too serious or 
not a problem at all.”
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payments that leave people squeezed

The risk of losing a job and not being able to
find one with similar benefits like health care

very quickly

The inability to get good jobs because jobs are
being outsourced, company operations moved
overseas, or because products are now made

abroad

Insecurity, where people could find their
pensions not offering the income they thought

they would receive

% Very serious problem - USA

Democracy Corps/Campaign for America’s Future, November 4-5, 2008



Issues Priorities for the
Obama Administration - 1
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End the war in Iraq responsibly and redeploy our
troops from Iraq to Afghanistan

Make health insurance affordable and accessible to
all Americans

End dependence on foreign oil by 2025 by requiring
1/4 of U.S. electric power to come from alternative
energy where new investments will create new jobs

Regulate the banking system to make sure a
financial crisis like this one can never happen again

Repeal the Bush tax cuts for those making $250,000
and cut taxes for middle class families and anyone

making under $200,000

% High/top few - USA

“Here is a list of proposals the new president will consider.  For each proposal, tell me if you think it 
should be the single highest priority, one of the top few, near the top of the list, in the middle of 

the list or toward the bottom of the list of priorities for the next president?”

Democracy Corps/Campaign for America’s Future, November 4-5, 2008



Issues Priorities for the
Obama Administration - 2
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Repeal tax breaks that benefit companies that move
jobs overseas

Make jobs creating investments in America's aging
roads and transportation systems and stimulate new

economic activity

Enact a 3-month moratorium on all foreclosures so
that people don't lose their homes

Expand opportunities for employees to organize in
unions so full-time workers earn a living wage that

can cover basic needs for their family

% High/top few - USA

Democracy Corps/Campaign for America’s Future, November 4-5, 2008



Investments vs. Tax Increases
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“I’m more worried that we will fail to make the investments we need to create jobs and strengthen 
the economy, OR

I’m more worried that we will go too far in increasing government spending and will end up raising 
taxes to pay for it?”
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Democracy Corps/Campaign for America’s Future, November 4-5, 2008



Regulating the 
Financial Community
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“I’m more worried that we will do too little to get the financial community under control and allow 
for another era of speculative booms and busts, OR

I’m more worried that we will go too far in regulating the financial community which will ultimately 
harm our economy?”
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Democracy Corps/Campaign for America’s Future, November 4-5, 2008



Fair Trade or Free Trade?
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“I’m more worried that we will do too little to require fair trade and enforce worker and consumer 
protections, OR

I’m more worried that we will go too far burdening free trade accords with protections for 
consumers and labor?”
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Democracy Corps/Campaign for America’s Future, November 4-5, 2008



Health Care Reform – How Fast?
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“On health care we need to act boldly to address the problems, OR

We need to act step-by-step to address the problems?”

Democracy Corps/Campaign for America’s Future, November 4-5, 2008



Issue Importance vs. 
Performance
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Restoring honesty and trust to government
Developing a national energy policy

Creating more jobs

Ensuring long-term health care and 
Medicare

Fixing Wall Street and the banking industry

Improving education

Addressing the war in Iraq

Protecting the environment

Reducing taxes

Keeping U.S. secure from terrorist threats
Fixing traffic congestion and improving 

roads
Polling Report, November 17, 2008



Is Idaho a Status Quo State?
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Election Results: 
Statewide vs. Ada County – 1
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Election Results: 
Statewide vs. Ada County – 2
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State and Local Tax Burden
in Idaho
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“Thinking about the taxes you pay to state and local government in Idaho, in your opinion is 
the total amount of taxes too high, about right or too low for the amount of services you 

get?”

Moore Information Surveys



Least Popular Tax in Idaho
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“Which tax do you dislike paying the most?”

38%

22%
23%

37%

23%
26%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

November 2000 October 2008

Property tax
Income tax
Sales tax

Moore Information Surveys



Across the Board Cuts vs.
Selected Cuts in Idaho

2727

17%

7%

76%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Across the board Don't know Selected programs

“When cutting state programs and services, would you prefer to cut all programs and 
services across the board, or do you prefer cuts in selected programs?”

Moore Information, November 20-21, 2002



Issue Considerations:
USA & Idaho
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Uncertainty reigns, widespread concern about the economy

Economic concerns today more focused on personal income 
security than job losses

Status quo not acceptable nationally, less of an issue in 
Idaho

Infrastructure improvements are low priority

Voters sending mix messages about economy; don’t 
increase taxes, middle tax cuts are good, don’t over-spend

Government credibility is on the line, problem solvers 
wanted
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